Families

Our numbers in the base ten system come in groups of three.
Imagine a funny town where there are families that all have 3 kids. And all families name their kids the same thing:  Ones, Tens, and Hundreds are the three kids. But each family has a different last name.  The family on the right has last name “Ones”. The next family in the house to the left has last name “Thousands”. Next door, to the left, lives the family “Millions” then Billions, Trillions, Quadrillions, etc. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Names_of_large_numbers 

Millions—Mono = one
Billions—Bi = two (Two wheels on a bicycle)
Trillions --- Tri = 3 (Three wheels on a tricycle, three legs on a tripod, 3 sides in a triangle)
Quadrillion – Quad = 4.  (Four wheels on a quad, 4 sides in a quadrilateral)
Quintillion – Quint=5  (five babies is quintuplets.  In shapes we use the Latin penta for five. Quint is Greek)
Etc.

We can help kids read large numbers properly and understand the place value if we remind them we always say the numbers in groups of three:

Ex  874  329  462

We say Eight hundred seventy-four million ,   three hundred twenty-nine thousand, four hundred sixty-two.  
Notice each group of three is said just as if it stood alone as a three digit number (a number in the hundreds)

874   =  Eight hundred seventy-four

329 = Three hundred twenty – nine

And so on.



Place value “Families”  
Billions
Millions
Thousands
Ones
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