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1. The screeners are labeled by letter so that students do not see a grade level. 
B = Gr 2    C = Gr 3     D = Gr 4   E = Gr 5
F = Gr 6    G = Gr 7     H = Gr 8    I = Gr 9
French versions are in a folder within the screener folder.  

2. The screeners look for foundational prerequisite skills from the previous two grades, focusing on Number and Pattern strands. For instance, the Grade 8 screener has items from Grade 7 and Grade 6.  If you teach Grade 5, give the grade 5 screener. The grade 5 screener has grade 4 and 3 outcomes.  If you teach grade 8, give the grade 8 screener, which has grade 7 and 6 outcomes.

3. The screeners are found on the W drive: [image: ]
Please always download the screeners from the W drive. Do not just photocopy last year’s screener, since changes may be made based on feedback from teachers.

4. This is not intended as an “assessment”. Most of these items are basic concept questions or simple computation.  The data will identify concepts that may need to be retaught to the whole class before proceeding with grade level content and identify students with gaps.

5. If a student is known to work below grade level, use a screener a grade or more lower. The screeners can be downloaded in MS Word, so teachers can remove any identifying information. Students should never be presented with a screener that identifies grade level.

6. It is important to reinforce for students that this is not a “test”. It is meant to reveal what students already know, not highlight what they do not know. Teachers can explain that the screener helps the teacher know what to teach.  Ideally, screeners should be administered once a relationship has been established and students are comfortable working with their teacher.  Emphasis on a growth mindset and classroom strategies that foster a sense of a safe learning environment will help alleviate anxiety associated with math work.

7.  Students may take more than one class/period to complete the screener. Students should work independently and just be encouraged to do their best. 
8. The test items are designed, as much as possible, to test only one skill or concept at a time. Multi-step and multi-layer questions, deeper thinking and problem-solving tasks are not presented. This is not an “assessment” but simply a skills/understanding inventory.

9. A calculator is not indicated at any grade level. If a student needs to use one it would be recorded as an adaptation.

10. Use discretion when scoring. Each question can only be right or wrong, for data purposes. If the student made a copying error (say misread their own 7 as a 1, or recopied a number into an algorithm incorrectly), and the teacher is confident the student knows the concept or skill, mark that question correct. We are simply trying to uncover concepts and skills that have been missed so that we can fill that gap and build a stronger math foundation.
when
11. The teacher must use discretion when prompting or answering questions during the screener. For instance, in most cases we tried to ensure vocabulary was not a barrier, but you may find students who simply do not understand the instructions. The teacher must decide whether prompting will disguise whether a student does not know the content.  Some prompting is appropriate. Reteaching would be recorded as the student not knowing/remembering the concept or skill. Small reminders of vocabulary or number forms may be appropriate (for example, what does “find the product” mean? If that is explained to the child, it does not prevent us from determining if they can multiply or not. However, coaching a student through all the steps of long division would be reteaching, indicating the child needs a review of that skill).

12. This is a “screener”, not a diagnostic. If the screener shows the student has not learned a skill/concept, then a deeper look is needed.  This may be done through conferencing and/or the use of a diagnostic tool.  [bookmark: _Hlk113540553][bookmark: _Hlk113540554][bookmark: _Hlk113540555][bookmark: _Hlk113540556]x
A short screening assessment identifies proficiency in prerequisite math skills.
A diagnostic assessment adjusts to student misconceptions and understanding in real time, providing on-, above-, and below-level problems.     -Savaas




13. It is not necessary to go through the completed and scored screener with students, though they may request to do so. It is recommended this is done in small group not whole class, as there will be varying levels of reteaching.  A teacher may find that whole-group review/reteaching is necessary in some areas, or pre-teaching of prerequisite skills before beginning some grade-level content.  The screener is intended for internal use at the school, not as a reporting tool to parents/guardians. However the screener is discussed or reviewed, ensure confidentiality for students.

14.  Teachers should record any behaviours noticed while students are writing the screener; for instance, needing manipulatives, counting on fingers, needing diagrams and arrays for multiplication, etc. Depending on the grade level, teachers can judge if this is a lack of grade-appropriate fluency.  If students request scrap paper, be sure to have them put their name on it and staple it to the screener.

15. The screener remains a record for the teacher, SSST, administrator and math consultant. A teacher may wish to document things they notice; for instance, that a student can multiply but struggles with division, needs a review of factors and multiples, confuses x and y coordinates, or any such specifics that can be jotted on the screener and kept or passed on. This is useful for follow up assessment, small group interventions, SSSTs/Math Consultant who may work with students, substitute or temporary teachers, or other staff who may work with the student. The screener is not included in a student’s CUME folder

16. Above all, this is for informing instruction and getting base-line data. Reassure parents and students that it is not about grades or abilities, but helps a teacher determine a student’s readiness for grade-level instruction. The screener can be repeated later in the year to show growth. New “Version 2” screeners are designed for this purpose, and extra copies of data entry spreadsheets re found at the bottom of the list where the screeners are located, in the W drive > curriculum resources > mathematics > screeners.   Screeners can also be downloaded in Word and edited to create parallel items with different numbers and diagrams.
Some advantages of screening and pre-teaching prerequisite skills before teaching grade level material: 
1. Improves student confidence.
2. Allows more fluid and timely progress through curriculum.
3. Allows students to engage more thoughtfully in mathematical dialog around grade-level concepts.
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