Saskatchewan Common Mathematics Assessments
Purpose
These assessments have been created by Saskatchewan teachers from a variety of school divisions.  They were created with four purposes in mind:
· Achieve consistency from teacher to teacher in understanding what quality work looks like in relation to the provincial curriculum
· Provide early identification data for teachers to plan instruction for flexible groupings of students..
· Foster collaborative decision making at the school or division levels by collecting evidence of student learning using a common assessment tool
· Provide additional evidence to facilitate outcomes-based grading and reporting and the reporting of student learning growth.
In our renewed curriculum, we know that the indicators describe the limits of the outcome.  These assessments were created by using those indicators which can be assessed through supply response items.  We acknowledge that this doesn’t represent all indicators and therefore may not give a full picture of student achievement.   This is only one part of student assessment and additional evidence, including observations of student performance and discussions with students should be obtained.
Administering the Assessments

The pre-assessments have been designed to take up to 30 minutes to complete and the post-assessments up to 45 minutes.  Time required to complete the assessments may lengthen as grade level increases.  Teachers should be aware that these assessments can be adapted for classroom or school division use and don’t have to be used in their entirety.
Students require a photocopy of the examination booklet and a pencil.  Accommodations should be made for students who require alternative supports such as large print, coloured paper, scribing or assistance with reading.  Please read the teacher information section of each assessment for guidance on the use of calculators and manipulatives.   Generally, calculators will not be used when students are required to demonstrate computational strategies.  
The professional judgment of the teacher is most important when determining how to assess so that the most reliable evidence is collected.

Levels of Achievement
	
	up to Level 1
	up to Level 2
	up to Level 3
	up to Level 4

	Description of Levels
	Beginning - indicates partial understanding.  Students at this level have limited success with the stated outcome even with support.
	Approaching - indicates a basic understanding. Students at this level demonstrate inconsistent understanding of the stated outcomes.
	Proficiency - indicates a well-developed understanding of the grade level outcome. Students at this level are competent with the skills and knowledge identified in the outcome and are on par with curriculum expectations.
	Mastery – indicates an insightful understanding of the grade level outcomes.  Students at this level can apply and transfer knowledge to novel situations.



The following general description of achievement levels is applicable to all subject areas and was constructed by Saskatchewan school division personnel working with Ministry representatives in August, 2011.  It is subject to change.

In the context of mathematics, it is useful to consider what the student has learned at each level in addition to what is yet to learn.  In that regard, Level 1 might show that the student has some prior knowledge, Level 2 might show that some of the more basic indicators have been attained, Level 3 shows that even the highest level indicators are attained and Level 4 shows learning beyond what was explicitly taught.
The rubric may be used in many ways, for example:
· Share the rubric with students so that they can understand what they have to learn
· Share the rubric with parents to assist in reporting student progress
· Use the rubric levels to determine the learning progression of content/skills
· Rubric levels assist in planning using an Understanding by Design approach
· Formative assessments can be based on the learning targets found in the rubric.



Scoring the Assessments

Each assessment contains an answer key and rubric.  The answer key provides information about the level of each question, the correlation with the Saskatchewan curriculum, a short rubric where applicable, and the correct final answers.  There are no “points” associated with each item; items are scored correct or incorrect. Appropriately used, the pre-assessment helps determine what else the student needs to learn and the post-assessment tells you to what extent the strategies that were used were successful for this student.
In cases when it is necessary to give an overall level (grading, data for team discussion), the following process could be used.  Consider this example: 
	Level of Items
	1
	2
	3
	4

	Number of Items
	3
	4
	4
	2

	Number correct
	3
	4
	2
	0



In this example, since the student answered all of the Level 1 and 2 items correctly and some of the Level 3 items, you could provide an overall level of 2.5.  When the pattern of student responses isn’t apparent, several questions can help the teacher in guiding professional judgment:
· Was the student able to demonstrate complex skills without specific background knowledge? In this case, essential knowledge may have to be re-taught.
· Was the pattern of student responses erratic?  Consider that there may have been guessing or incomplete understanding of process skills learned.  Re-assessment is warranted.
· 
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