N2.1,2.4

Skip-Count Patterns

As a full class activity, have students skip count by twos, threes, fours, and so
on. After skip counting as a class, have students record a specific skip-count
pattern on their own copy of the hundreds chart by coloring in each number
they count. Every skip count produces an interesting pattern on the chart.
You should also discuss the patterns in the numbers. For example, when you
skip count by fours, you only land on numbers that you get when you count
by twos. Which counts make column patterns, and which counts make diag-
onal patterns?

In the beginning, skip counting may be quite difficult for children. As they
become more comfortable with skip counts, you can challenge students to skip count
without the aid of the hundreds chart. Skip-counting skills show a readiness for multi-
plication combinations and also help children begin to look for interesting and useful
patterns in numbers.
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